The relationship between the social support level perceived by patients with gynecologic cancer and mental adjustment to cancer.
To determine the relationship between the level of the social support perceived by patients with gynecologic cancer and their mental adjustment to cancer. The present descriptive study enrolled women with gynecologic cancer receiving care in the Diyarbakir province of Turkey between November 2013 and October 2014. Data were obtained via the Multidimensional Scale of Perceived Social Support questionnaire and the scale of Mental Adjustment to Cancer. Among 190 women with gynecologic cancer, all subscales of perceived social support had a positive correlation with the subscale fighting spirit (r=0.34-0.56; P<0.001 for all), and a negative correlation with the subscales of helplessness/hopelessness (r=-0.25 to -0.48; P<0.001 for all) and fatalism (r=-0.20 to -0.30; P<0.01 for all) in the Mental Adjustment to Cancer scale. Among patients with gynecologic cancer, the response styles to cancer were considerably affected by the perceived level of social support. Raising the awareness of society and healthcare professionals will increase the level and quality of social support provided for patients with gynecologic cancer.